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Health & Sanitation 
 
As part of a project on India’s non-traditional security threats, the Observer Research 
Foundation is generating a series of scenarios on the basis of answers to this 
questionnaire. You are invited to provide your judgmental response to questions given 
below that will help construct those scenarios.  
 
This survey is divided into three themes: 
 

 Health & Security 
 Sanitation 
 Healthcare 

 
 
Your answers will remain anonymous.  Please answer only those questions 
about which you feel comfortable.  Leaving a section blank is an acceptable 
answer.  We kindly request that you give your personal views and not those 
of the organization you are affiliated with.    
 
Please enter the following details so that we may send you the results: 
 
Name:    _______________________________________ 
 
Address:   _______________________________________ 
    _______________________________________ 
    _______________________________________ 
    _______________________________________ 
  
 
Organization:   _______________________________________ 
 
Primary area of expertise: _______________________________________ 
 
 
Please complete the survey, save the document, and mail, fax, or email it to: 
 

Rumi Aijaz 
Observer Research Foundation 

20 Rouse Avenue Institutional Area 
New Delhi, 110 002, India 
Tel +91(0)11 4352 0020 
Fax +91(0)11 4352 0003 
rumiaijaz@orfonline.org 

mailto:rumiaijaz@orfonline.org


Section A: Health and Security 
 

1. Do you consider health and sanitation as national security issues? 
a. Health   ____ 
b. Sanitation  ____ 
c. Both   ____ 
d. Neither  ____ 

 
2. What is the relationship between health/sanitation and security? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What are the major health and sanitation threats (external and internal) to our 
country’s security? Please prioritize the following. 

 
_____ Slow pace of scientific and technological development 
_____ Lack of funds for the health and sanitation sector 
_____ Out-dated health laws 
_____ Growth of communicable/infectious diseases 
_____ Spurious and substandard drugs and medical devices 
_____ Drug trafficking 
_____ Biological threats 
_____ Growth of drug resistant bacteria/virus 
_____ Poor disposal of hospital/medical waste 
_____ Poor disposal of solid and liquid waste 
_____ Deterioration in health care facilities 
_____ Lack of skilled health practitioners/professionals 
_____ Deterioration in rural and urban life expectancy rates 
_____ Dumping of hazardous waste  
_____ Spread of bacteria/virus across state/international borders due to 

movement of people and goods 
_____ Affordability and accessibility of rural and urban community 
_____ Weak rural and urban planning and implementation of plans 
_____ Other ___________________________________________ 
_____ Other ___________________________________________ 
_____ Other ___________________________________________ 

 
4. Please explain your prioritization. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. If sufficient attention is not given to containment, what would be the large-

scale consequences of poor health and sanitation 
a. Economic productivity    
b. Population size & growth     
c. Quality of life      
d. Healthy population     
e. Human resources (labor)    
f. Other____________________   
g. Other____________________   

 
 
 

6. Please identify some diseases which will result in high morbidity and 
mortality in the next decade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Would there be geographic (state-wise, local, regional) patterns in the 
emergence of such diseases? Please explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What are the main enablers of these diseases? What are the key modes of 
transmission? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Are sufficient steps being taken by the Indian government and the 
national/international community to prevent the future occurrence of diseases 
that have large scale impacts?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10. If not, please explain the difficulties involved in overcoming the constraints. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section B: Sanitation 

1. Sanitation poses 
a. A local public management issue only  ____ 
b. A local health issue only    ____ 
c. A local health and security issue   ____ 
d. A large scale health issue    ____ 
e. A large scale health and security issue  ____ 

 
2. What are the key threats posed by deficits in sanitation? 

a. Local level 
i. Diseases enabled    ____ 

ii. Land usage     ____ 
iii. Geographic Stratification   

(Quarantines, etc)    ____ 
iv. Disease      ____ 
v. Other____________________  ____ 

vi. Other____________________  ____ 
  

b. National 
i. Geographic Stratification 

(Quarantines, etc)    ____ 
ii. Economic restrictions    ____ 

iii. Trade and land issues    ____ 
iv. Disease     ____ 
v. Other______________   ____ 



c. International Issues 
i. Garbage Dumping from Abroad  ____ 

ii. Trade issues over waste disposal  ____ 
iii. Trade issues over waste resources  ____ 
iv. Health and Disease    ____ 
v. Other_____________________  ____ 

 
 
3. Please explain the choices you made in the previous question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4. What should be done to contain large scale threats arising from poor health 
and sanitary conditions? 



Section C: Healthcare 
1. How would you assess the distribution of healthcare provision in India? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How would you assess the quality of healthcare provision in India? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What are the key deficits in healthcare provision in India? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In the event of a large-scale pandemic or disease outbreak, would India be able 
to cope in a timely manner? 

a. No 
b. Yes 
c. Yes, but only on a local level 
d. Yes, but only on a municipal level 
e. Yes, but only certain states would be capable 
f. Yes, but interstate cooperation would be compromised 
g. Yes, but international cooperation would be compromised 
h. Yes, but no realms would be in a timely manner 
i. Other__________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



5. What are the key impediments to a timely, effective response to large-scale 
health? Please explain. 

a. Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. Management & Coordination Issues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. Legal Issues (allowing quarantines, forced immunization) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Political Will 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. Other: 
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