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Introduction
The interpretation of security through the prism of Westphalia1 for the past 
three centuries now stands under scrutiny. Traditional state-centric security 
narratives are giving way to a more complex discussion on security. These take 

policy emphasis that place the individual at the centre of the emerging complex 
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task of governance and social security to non-state institutions. Alongside 

our understanding of security and are compelling us to develop response 
frameworks that can account for these new threat vectors as well as deploy 

threats from traditional and non-traditional sources.

volatile residual faultlines. The challenge of responding to these threats will 

South Asia in particular cannot afford to ignore the impact of this 

Asia has a unique identity2
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required to sustain agricultural growth will also exact policy improvisations. 

the vagaries of climate manifest themselves with greater force in the coming 
days. 

This paper will attempt to articulate the impact of this changing climate 
on the new and more comprehensive understanding of security in the South 

already fragile socio-economic faultlines among the multitude of ethnic and 
economic groups in the region. The changing climate in South Asia will 
serve to reinforce these.

even the incremental and modest increases in purchasing power among 
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its people. The increasing appetite for consumption across all sections of 

need to discuss and address the faultlines that emerge from this contemporary 

3

architecture in the region.  
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apolitical and any other phrase indicating the same in this paper is also used 

if new science was to prove that rising sea levels and other predicted and 

of focussing on the plight of the people in the developing world who are 
grappling with the harsh realities of changing climate and resource scarcity 
even today.

scope and does not detract from the criticality and centrality of energy 

4

5
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need to widen the understanding of security resulted in the new phraseology 

term se 

aspects. 

6

the effect of greenhouse gases.
Jessica Tuchmann Matthews argued 

without serious environmental degradation.7

8

9
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and has catalysed the rise and fall of civilisations. 

water.10

the industrial revolution11 12 

allowing others to grow and prosper. The second and equally important 
aspect of climate change is the impact of the environment on development 

the consequent impact on societal evolution. 
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st

economies. The impact that this will have on its environment is the other 
threat vector which has is already emerging.

in the years to come. South Asia is notorious for playing host to some of 

the region. Climate change will complicate these geo-political equations 
further.

13 Climate change 
has meant that the glaciers that provide water to these rivers are melting at 

people in jeopardy.14

While the general implications of climate change are often couched 
as long-term 
South Asia 

over the last decade.15
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16 Under the 

agriculture.17 South Asia is already living this prediction and Bangladesh 

18

glaciers will likely effect over 70 million Bangladeshis.19

20 the displacement of 70 
million Bangladeshis due to climate change has the seeds of a potential 

in the host country. 
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immigration to spread terror.21

security measures that could lead to the militarisation of a humanitarian 
challenge. 

migratory pressures and pose similar security risks in the coming days. These 

22

dangerous strain of regional chauvinism and internal security pressures are 

security in South Asian. But what truly captures the South Asian dilemma is 

23 



151

growth potentiates socio-economic despair. The irony is that were it not to 

follow suit in 1990.24

percent in 1990-91 to peak at a level of 9.4 percent in 2008.25

grew from 8.5 percent in 1995 to rate of 25.75 percent in 2004.26

than uniformity and widening rather than narrowing inequality27. The rising 
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28

29

the traditional economic theory which treated man as a utility maximiser. 
Climate change discourses in the past have tended to focus exclusively on 

process. The issue of consumption is completely ignored. 

30

31
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analysis of the consumption trends in industrialised countries from 1990-
200432

demand. 

minimum ownership level of 0.35 cars per capita.

33 
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a year and the rural market is growing at 25 percent a year.34

households and improving purchasing power thanks to schemes like the 

35

is also mimicking its wasteful tendencies. 

levels is indeed a frightening prospect. To further compound this already 
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36 

determinants of security in the days ahead. This security equation will also 

waste management. 

37

th

from the economic downturn.38

all going to develop marketing models to leverage the consumption potential 
of Asia in general and South Asia in particular. This is the second irony 

development. 
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Conclusion

resources has further compounded the situation. 

etc. no heed is paid to the punishing effect the cost of these measures will 
have on the developing nations. The truth is that until cost-effective and 

39 The countries of 

a framework that incorporates the following three aspects. 

earlier. These are the South Asian realities and the onerous task of the 

position must articulate this need. 
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articulated poser for the developed world to respond. There are indications 

the earliest. Mitigation which primarily focusses on reducing the effects 
of climate change40

its long-term effects.41 The consistent focus on mitigation has meant that 

must accept a greater emphasis on the process of adaptation. This does not 

event and longer term changes in the local ecology would have a profound 

By all accounts the accord pronounced at the summit allows shifting 
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in helping South Asia and other parts of the emerging world to respond 
to climate change. This must not happen. The developed countries must 

or distract from the task of poverty alleviation and economic upliftment 
that the millions in the region seek. 

42

But it should also avoid projecting itself as the lone voice of the region and 
instead should evolve a joint mechanism to engage with the challenges 

consultation and with the cooperation of all the countries of South Asia. 
This could include among others projects and studies related to managing 

stages of their development and correspondingly their needs and context 

responsive to the South Asian needs. China has already overtaken the US 
43
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44

greater freedom in negotiating with the developed world to do more to stop 
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